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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )S Responsive to communiGation(s) filed on 11 May 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Battou (U.S. 
2003/0163555 Al). 

3. Regarding claim 1, Battou teaches (abstract and figs. 2, 4, 9 and 19) a node in a 
communications network, comprising: an identification code; a control mechanism including 
configuration information for the node; and an alarm generator in the control mechanism for 
raising an alarm to a network user if there is a mismatch between the identification code and the 
configuration information (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96-99). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Battou teaches (fig. 2 and page 3, paragraphs 73-76) the identification 
code is progranuned into the backplane of the node. 

5. Regarding claim 3, Battou teaches (pages 3-4, paragraph 76) a network protocol based 
connection, wherein the control mechanism disconnects the connection during the mismatch 
between the identification code and the configuration information to prevent the configuration 
information fi-om being downloaded to the node. 
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6. Regarding claims 4 and 16, Battou teaches (pages 3-4, paragraph 76) the node permits 
live communications traffic to continue uninterrupted through the node during the mismatch. 

7. Regarding claim 5, Battou teaches (fig. 4) at least one line card containing hardware 
elements, wherein the control mechanism to separated firom the line card. 

8. Regarding claim 6, Battou teaches (page 1, paragraph 12) the identification code 
comprises a chasis serial number. 

9. Regarding claim 7, Battou teaches (fig. 2) the control mechanism is a primary switch 
management card. 

10. Regarding claim 8, Battou teaches (fig. 4) a standby switch management card that 
assumes responsibilities of the primary switch management card in the event of a failure of the 
primary switch management card. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 9, Battou teaches (page 5, paragraphs 90-93) the mismatch 
synchronization of the standby switch management card with the primary switch management 
card. 
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12. Regarding claim 10, Battou teaches (page 6, paragraphs 96-99) the control mechanism 
runs a plurality of processes that perform a consistency check between stored configuration 
information and a hardware configuration for the node. 

13. Regarding claim 1 1, Battou teaches (fig. 5 and page 6, paragraph 104) memory for saving 
a set of default configurations, wherein the node utilizes the set when there is a mismatch 
between the identification code and the configuration information. 

14. Regarding claim 12, Battou teaches (fig. 2) the node disallows trunks fi-om being 
configured during the mismatch. 

15. Regarding claim 13, Battou teaches (fig. 2) the node disallows circuits fi-om being 
configured during the mismatch. 

16. Regarding claims 14 and 17, Battou teaches (pages 3-4, paragraph 76-78) the node 
prevents improper IP addresses firom propagating through the network during the mismatch. 

17. Regarding claim 15, Battou teaches (abstract and figs. 2, 4, 9 and 19) a method for 
restoring configuration information in a node of a communications network, comprising: 
performing a consistency check between an identification code program into the node and 
configuration information stored in a control mechanism in the node; and raising an alarm if the 
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consistency check reveals a mismatch between the identification code and the configuration 
information (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96-99). 

18. Regarding claim 18, Battou teaches (pages 3-4, paragraph 76-78) preventing a set of 
processes for the node fi^om running if there is a mismatch. 

19. Regarding claim 19, Battou teaches (abstract and figs. 2, 4, 9 and 19) a method of 
preserving configuration information in a node of a communications network when there Is a 
discrepancy between a hardware configuration and configuration information stored in a control 
mechanism for the node, comprising: performing a consistency check between an identification 
code program into the node and configuration information stored in a control mechanism in the 
node; and raising an alarm if the consistency check reveals a mismatch between the identification 
code and the configurarion information (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96-99). 

20. Regarding claim 20, Battou teaches (page 6, paragraphs 96-99) identifying 
inconsistencies between the configuration information and the hardware configuration. 

21. Regarding claim 21, Battou teaches (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96- 
99) a port manager raises an alarm if a port configuration is mismatched. 

22. Regarding claim 22, Battou teaches (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96- 
99) a trunk manager raises an alarm if a trunk configuration is mismatched. 
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23. Regarding claim 23, Battou teaches (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96- 
99) a signaling daemon raises an alarm if a cross connect is mismatched. 

24. Regarding claim 24, Battou teaches (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96- 
99) recreating the configuration information in the control mechanism to match the hardware 
configuration. 

25. Regarding claim 25, Battou teaches (page 3, paragraphs 73-76 and page 6, paragraphs 96- 
99) synchronizing configuration information in the control mechanism with configuration 
information registered in the hardware of the node. 

26. Regarding claim 26, Battou teaches (page 6, paragraphs 99-101) synchronizing 
configuration information in the control mechanism with one or more neighboring nodes in the 
network. 
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Conclusion 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roberta A Stevens whose telephone number is 571-272-3161. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5:30pm. 

2. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Roberta A Stevens 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2665 




